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The Strategy for Innovation  and good governance 
at local level  of the Council of Europe 

� 2005  The political commitment  at  the 14th 
session of the Ministerial Conference in 
Budapest 

� 2007  Adopted at the 15th session of the 
Ministerial Conference in Valencia

� 2008 Support by the Committee of Ministers, the 
Bureau of the Parliamentary Assembly and the 
CLRA of the CoE 

 
� 2009 16th session of the Ministerial Conference in 

Utrecht



The Strategy in Bulgaria

� October 2007 – Decision for approval of 
the Strategy by the Bulgarian Government 

� 2009 – 2010 pilot country

� The Ministry of regional development and 
PW and the National Association of 
municipalities in Bulgaria implement it in 
cooperation 

� 2009 Overall analysis on the 
implementation of the 12 principles was 
developed



The core of the Strategy and why it could be 
implemented by awarding the ELoGE

A practical instrument, which can be used 
to generate synergies between all 

stakeholders: 

local, regional, national 

by working together with common 
instruments for improving quality of the 
governance according to shares vision 
defined by the twelve principles of good 

governance.



Bulgaria 
1 tier of self-government

265 municipalities

all of them members

of the NAMRB –

National Association 

of municipalities of 

Republic of Bulgaria

partner of the MRDPW in implementing the 
Strategy



First procedure (January – May 2011)



Implemented  activities in 2011

� 13 municipalities applied and awarded

� Results: 26 expert reports and evaluations, citizens 
survey conducted, first good municipal practices 

brochure 

� Consultations with all stakeholders 

� Improving the regulations before Second edition. 
Analysis of the results and decisions for next steps

� Editorial changes to the Benchmark for self-
assessment

and first amendments of the Rules for awarding 

� Putting first practical questions to the European 
Stakeholders’ Platform (follow-up supervision and 
evaluation)



Second procedure (October 2012-2013)

� 18 municipalities applied – 16 awarded

� Methodology for evaluation the applications of 
municipalities on the request of the team expert – 
adopted  and tested for the first time

� Awarding ceremony – 14 October 2013

� Publication of a brochure with first good and 
innovative municipal practices and instructions 

� Established a tradition for better communication 
with the local authorities between the procedures



Next steps torward building a network for 
exchange of experience in improving the 

governance

� Setting up a tradition for conducting 

Final workshops hosted by 

one of the municipalities awarded 

with the Label – municipality of Troyan 

� Discussing the modification and

reducing the number of the indicators

of the Good Governance Benchmark 

from 96 to 82 with the experts from 

municipalities.



Third procedure (January 2014 – May 2015  ) 

� Preparing other practical regulations in 
accordance with the identified needs:

     - Methodical guidelines for application of the 
municipalities

� 25 municipalities applied – 18 awarded

� Training for approved independent 

experts (organized by NAMRB 

and the MRDPW)

� Request for new accreditation, May 2014 

  



Award Ceremony – 18 May 2015, Plovdiv
Annual Forum of Local Authorities of South East Europe



Concluding workshop for exchange an experience 
Municipality of Gabrovo, July 2015

Good practices were 

shown by the hosts 

through study visits

Guests – The mayor and 

deputy mayor of 

Drama Municipality, Greece 



Briefly about the procedures 

- Informational campaign

     - Application period

- Citizens survey  in the municipalities applied

- Training of the independent experts 

- Evaluation procedure and submission of the 

   evolution reports

- Decision of the Committee for Awarding the 
Label

- Reporting the outcomes 

- Final workshop and disseminating the good 
practices



Conducting the Forth procedure in 2017

� International conference “Good governance – challenges 
and perspectives” Stakeholders’ – 31 March 2016

� Our National Stakeholders’ Platform was granted with the 
renewal for the accreditation – June 2016

� 31st August – First meeting of newly appointed Committee

     for  Awarding the ELoGE; 

� Conducting the Forth procedure – January – October 2017

� Testing the new Benchmark with reduced number of 
indicators 

� EU funding assured till 2020



Recent developments

� 17 municipalities applied till end of April

� Education for the new applicants

� 16th June  – Second meeting of the Committee

     for  Awarding the ELoGE; 

� New team of experts was approved 

� 13 14 July 2017 training of the experts 

� Official ceremony and international conference 
will close the procedure in October 2017 

� EU funding assured till 2020

� New activities planned system for subsequent 
cooperation between the awarded municipalities 



Conclusions

    Prerequisites for sustainable applying the 
European Strategy and the procedure for 
applying the ELoGE

Network of municipalities striving to achieve 
better public services to their citizens

Perspective of the government – enlarging the 
range of stakeholders supporting the 
implemantation of the12 principles of good 
governance at local, national and also CoE-
level.



For further information

+359  9405 428/ 538
SAtanasova@mrrb.government.bg

http://www.mrrb.government.bg

http://www.namrb.org

http://self.government.bg

Thank you for your attention!


