


Domestic violence extends beyond 
physical acts of violence toward one’s 
partner to include sexual coercion, physical 
threats, psychological abuse and 
controlling actions such as physical isolation 
or restricting access to health care or 
financial resources.

In general Domestic Violence is a behavior 
of one person to control the other person. 



� Physical abuse

� Sexual abuse

� Psychological abuse

� Neglect



� Anywhere from 10% to 60% of married 
women of reproductive age report 
having ever experienced some form of 
domestic violence (Watts & Zimmerman, 
2002) 

� Highest recorded levels coming from 
South Asia (Jejeebhoy & Cook, 1997; 
Evaluation Project, 1997; Kishor & 
Johnson, 2004. Koenig et al., 2003; Martin 
et al., 1999).



� 45% of women reported experiencing at 
least one physical or psychological 
violent act in their lifetime. 

� Thirteen per cent reported being 
subjected to physical violence (kicking, 
beating, burning) more than three times.

� In the total sample, 15% reported sexual 
abuse in the past 12 months. 



� Among women subjected to violence, 30% 
felt ashamed to seek help, 30% were 
managed at home and 30% did not have 
economic access to help (International 
Clinical Epidemiologists Network, 2000).

� In an examination of domestic violence in 
the cities of Thane, Bangalore and Mumbai 
(International Center for Research on 
Women 2000), it was observed that women 
subjected to violence approached official 
agencies only as a last resort (Haq, 2000). 



� Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and 
Maharashtra; 

� 250 families were selected from each State on a 
random basis. 

� Seventy-eight per cent of women were in the age 
group of 18–40 years.

� Shockingly, 84% had experienced violence in one 
form or the other; 

� 74% had experienced physical violence and 10% 
sexual abuse.

� Nearly 90% had undergone emotional abuse regularly. 

� Seventy three per cent had been subjected to 
violence for more than a year



� In India, 35.4% of the women aged 15-49 years have 
experienced physical or sexual violence. 

� In certain States like Bihar, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and 
Tripura, the percentages are around 45% and more. 

� Considering these rates, the total number of women aged 
15-49 years who have experienced physical or sexual 
violence comes to be 99.83 millions. 

� Thus, it seems that the NCRB captures even less than 0.16% 
of the total crimes against women  (Health Survey, 2005-06). 

� Available  data on ‘Help seeking by Women’ who are 
victims of violence shows that only 2.1% in a total sample of 
7,000 women take the assistance from institutional sources 
such as police. It is possible that only these cases get 
registered with the NCRB.



� Children between the ages of 5-12 are at the 
highest risk for abuse and exploitation.

� 69% of children reported to have been 
physically abused. 

� Out of these 54.68% were boys. 

� 52.91% of boys and 47.09 % of girls reported 
having been abused in their family 
environment. 

� Of the children who were abused in family 
situations 88.6% were abused by their parents. 

� Every two out of three school children 
reported facing corporal punishment. 



� In juvenile justice institutions 70.21 % of children 
in conflict with law and 52.86% of children in 
need of care and protection reported having 
been physically abused. 

� With regard to child labour 50.2% of children 
work all seven days of the week. 

� 81.16% of the girl child labourers work in 
domestic households, while 84% of the boy 
child labourers worked in tea stalls or kiosks. 

� 65.99 % of boys and 67.92% of girls living on the 
street reported being physically abused by 
their family members and other people.                   



� Half the children reported facing 
emotional abuse with 83% of that abuse 
begin conducted by parents. 

� Girl child neglect was assessed girls 
comparing themselves to their brothers 
on factors like attention, food, recreation 
time, household work, taking care of 
siblings, etc. 

� 70.57% of girls reported having been 
neglected by family members. 



� 27.33% of girls reported getting less food 
then their brothers. 

� Of the young adults (ages 18-24) 
interviewed, almost half of them 
reported having been physically or 
sexually abused as children.



� Mohpatra and Mohanty (2004) : 12 
Districts in Orissia

Physical Abuse : Beaten : OH/VI/HI – 22 % ; 
MC – 48.5 %

Sexual Abuse : Rape : OH/VI/HI – 12.6 % ; 
MC % - 24.6 %



� Cultural

� Gender Disparities

� Socio-economic Factors and Place of 
Residence

� Spousal Violence



� Harmful traditional practices - “honour 
killings,” and early marriage (Kaur, 2010).



� Differential maltreatment of girls while compared to 
boys has been discussed extensively  (Ahmed et al., 
2001; Black, Morris & Bryce, 2003; Khanna et al.,2010; 
Klaauw & Wang, 2004; Lawn, Cousens &   Zupan
,2005; Sharma, 2003; Sheth, 2006; UNICEF, 2008; WHO, 
2005) and millions of girls have been described as 
"missing" in the population  (Jha et al.,2006).  

� Sex Selective Abortions and Undocmented Female 
infanticide (Arnold, Kishor and Roy, 2002; Jha et 
al.,2006; Lawn, Cousens & Zupan, 2005; Sharma, 
Gupta & Rehlan, 2007).

� Gender bias that discriminates in terms of nutrition, 
education and access to health care amounts to a 
violation of women and childen’s rights (Visaria, 
2000). 



� Babu and Kar (2009 ) - urban women reported 
a higher prevalence of violence than rural 
women. 

� (Rao,1997) - It is noteworthy that research in a 
small, poor rural community in southern India 
also found that extremely low levels of income 
were predictive of wife abuse The occurrence 
is high among women.

� (Jejeebhoy 1998; Rathod, Tripathi & Arora, 
2002; Babu and Kar, 2009) - especially those 
belonging to lower socioeconomic groups and 
younger age groups



The effects of domestic violence or abuse can be very 
long‐lasting. People who have been abused by a 
spouse or intimate partner often suffer from:

� Depression, anger and anxiety attacks
� Low self‐esteem
� Lack of trust in others and weak relationships.
� Sensitivity to rejection and a feeling of 

abandonment
� Chronic health problems, substance abuse, sleeping 

problems and inability to work
� Physical abuse may result in serious injury or death



� In 1983, domestic violence was recognised as a 
specific criminal offence by the introduction of section 
498-A into the Indian Penal Code.

� The Child Labor Prohibition and Regulation Act -1986  -
This act was categorical in prohibiting the employment 
of children below fourteen years of age, and identified 
57 processes and 13 occupations which were 
considered dangerous to the health and lives of 
children. 

� Domestic Violence Bill, 2001 - To protect the rights of 
women who are victims of violence of any kind 
occurring within the family and to provide for matters 
connected therewith or incidental thereto



The Protection of Women From Domestic Violence Act, 2005 

� This act provide for more effective protection of the rights 
of women guaranteed under the constitution who are 
victims of violence of any kind occurring within the family 
and for matters connected therewith or incidental 
thereto.

� This act was enacted to deal with the failures of earlier 
acts and bills against domestic violence this act protects 
women facing violence in domestic relationships and it is 
not limited to matrimony alone, but also include relations 
in the nature of marriage and all others who live in a 
common shared household.

� The law contains a declaration that it has been made to 
protect the rights of women under Article 14 and Article 
15 of the constitution of India, to equality and non-
discrimination and under Article 21,to life and liberty.



Prevention

Protection

Early 
Intervention

Rebuilding the 
Victim Survivors

Accountability



1) Education as a tool

� Awareness to the Public at all age groups –
Attitudinal Change – equality, justice and 
dignity

� Value / Moral Education as one of the 
curriculum component at both the school 
and colleges

� Role of Schools and Universities – Research : 
Interdisciplinary



2) Role of Public servants (Police, Doctors, 
Psycho-social councellors and service 
providers) in Preventing Domestic 
Violence

3) Role of Media

4) Role of NGO’s – Sakshi in Delhi, Sneha in 
Chennia, Vimochana in Bangalore



5) Gender Training

6) Hospitals with trained medical social workers

7) Training to the Public to develop skills to 
support abused people

8) Documentation of prevalence and health 
consequences of Domestic Violence

9) Family Counseling and Guidance Centers

10) Enhancing Intra and Interpersonal skills within 
the families

11) Employment opportunities for women and 
educational opportunities for children


